The viewpoint of Gyeongju Cheomseongdae is changing a lot recently. Until the 1970s, no one objected to the fact that Cheomseongdae was an observatory. However, since then, many doubts have begun to be
raised as Cheomseongdae shows structural inadequacy as an observatory. Among the hypotheses about Cheomseongdae proposed so far, there exist 3 most persuasive purposes of the architecture; 1) astronomical observation as written in Samgukyusa that it was built as 'star-gazing place((瞻星臺) ' 2) alignment to the winter solstice along with the tomb of Queen Sunduk, the founder of Cheomseongdae 3) symbolic well as shown in appearance So far, there have been attempts to reconcile these three facts, but they were not very persuasive. This is due to the fact that the origin of Cheomseongdae was restricted to the Korean peninsula. Ancient Greek and Roman astronomers mentioned several times about wells for astronomical observations. And there is indeed evidence for such astronomical observations in the Arab world by using well-tower type building attached to the main astronomical observatory. It was used to observe the stars just before the sunset or after the sunrise. From this point of view, Cheomseongdae can be seen as a modified form of the ancient western well-tower.
If so, when did the western way of observing the stars in the wells pass to the land of Shilla? In the 7th century when Cheomseongdae was built, the Steppe Route where the artifacts had been introduced directly from Greece and Rome to Silla was closed. At the time, the Arabs had just occupied the Mediterranean Sea, and they could not afford to conveying the Mediterranean culture to Silla. Such a situation was possible after the 9th century. Greek culture, including astronomy, spread to India in the 4th century BC Alexander's conquest of India, and Indian astronomy in the 7th century was the highest in the world. At that time, the Silla dynasty accepted the Buddhism of India and possibly encountered knowledge of the observatory well-tower in the religious context. As Cheomseongdae is aligned to the winter solstice, it is very likely that it was built for the purpose of holding a floating star above the sky of Gyeongju during the sunrise at winter solstice. 
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